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Abstract

An annex building at the former Agency for National Security Planning(NSP) complex 
located in downtown Seoul was demolished by progressive collapse method. This work was 
done as a part of efforts to restore the landscape of Namsan Mountain which lies in the 
Center of Seoul. The five-story reinforced concrete structure was razed in 5.5 seconds by the 
29kg of high powered explosives which were placed in some 320 holes in the building with 
floor area of 2,577 m². The asbetos and all the other finishing materials in the building were 
removed before the demolition and the specially coated wrap minimized the spread of 
blasting dust. Seismic and air overpressure waves were monitored at 8 points, which were 
below safety limits and the continuous communication with neighborhood prevented any 
complaint.
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