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Preface

"The creation of the Panama Canal was far more than a vast, unprecedented feat of
engineering. It was a profoundly important historic event and a sweeping human drama not
unlike that of war. Apart from wars, it represented the largest, most costly single effort ever
before mounted anywhere on earth. It held the world's attention over a span of forty years. It
affected the lives of tens of thousands of people at every level of society and of virtually
every race and nationality. Great reputations were made and destroyed. For numbers of men
and women it was the adventure of alifetime.

Because of it, one nation, France, was rocked to its foundations. Another, Colombia, lost its
most prized possession, the Isthmus of Panama. Nicaragua, on the verge of becoming a
world crossroads, was |eft to wait for some future chance. The Republic of Panamawas
born. The United States was embarked on arole of global involvement.”(1)
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