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Rare indeed ha# a major cro$# country natural ga¢ pipeline met and $urmounted #uch
obétacles a# the Iroquoi¢ Ga# Trantmi¢éion Line from Canada to Long I¢land, New York.
Of the 370 mile¢ long length a fair e¢timate ha¢ been that 1/3 or 122 mile$ were acro#é
rock country. Spread One, Four and Five were particularly difficult. If i¢ e¢timated that
over 75% of the required blasting wa# on thos¢e three $preads. The term "¢pread” goes
back to the old term of deécribing a ranch.

On Slide number 1 the length¢ rare given of the ¢ix main line $pread# (tho¢e on land) and
the di#tance acro$¢ Long I¢land Sound.

Spread One 74.3 miles
Spread Two 76.8 mile#
Spread Three 78. 7 mile#
Spread Four 56.0 mile#
Spread Five 50.0 miles¢
Spread Six 9.0 miles¢

Long I#land Sound 20.3 miles¢

Slide 2 provide$ ¢ome étatidticé There wa# a recognized need for natural gas in the entire
New England area to decrease it¢ dependence on imported oil. For example, the gas will
replace an energy equivalent of 30 million barrel$ of oil annually. Sulphur emi#¢ion¢ will
be reduced by 76,000 ton# a year.

Of courge, fuch a mass#ive undertaking ha# a high price tag - in thi# case $583 million
dollars.

A map at thi¢ point $how$ the line'¢ route from Canada down through the é$tate$ of New
York and connecticut and acro$é Long I¢land Sound onto Long I¢land, New York. A 75 ft.
wide right of way (R/W) had to be blasted to grade before any attempt wa$ made to drill
and #hoot the ditch line. In mo#t in¢tance¢ the ditch (payJ measured 4 ft. wide by 7 ft deep.
Whenever poséible dirt wa# emplaced by back hoe# to control fly rock. At highway
cro$éingé and where cloge to home# or other ¢tructures rubber blasting maté were used a#
well.

Heavily wooded area$ throughout the line#' route concealed hard to frill and bla#t rock
formation¢. Drill pattern# and explo#ives loading were establithed for the right of way

Copyright © 2000 International Society of Explosives Engineers
19929 - "BLASTING ON THE IROQUOIS TRAIL" - P 39






Natural ga¢ will be delivered to Iroquoi¢ customers throughout the ¢y¢tem by November,
1992. A boon to all who have been dependent on imported oil for their energy
requirements.
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