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I. Challenges For The Blas 5ing Indus Ty

Incr?asing prliE ayareness is probably 5he single mos!1 impor Ean,} challengi faced Qy apy
blas’ing conracor ;odpy. This 'ncrease? awarepess usualqu resul’s in an ou‘cry for, ‘igh‘er
regula jons nd resric’ions on ‘hose in ‘he blas‘ing indusry. Those affec’ed do no" of en
unders ‘and ‘he qynamics of blas 'éng and are si;lmply fearful of ‘he unknown. This reacjon
very of ‘en resul s in more regula‘ions and res ric ions which frequen "ly fail "o address ‘he
real problems.

Blaijing con !’rac 5orifqr 5he road,luﬁili 5y and cons 5ruc 5ion indus 5ries are especially hard—hi5
by ‘his problem in ° a’ each day "ypicallY brings a new neighbor and a new challenge.
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S Eeady gr0w5h E're ds and increasiqg popul 5ionI densi !’ies will only add 50 l'hei public's
awareness. Th?se involved in blas’ing mqs® cer“ain]y will be spending, more :ime and
money on con 'rollipg 'he noisci and vibra‘ipn pollu 0, assoii ‘ed wi'h blas’ing.
Challenges facing ‘oday's blas’ing con rac, or do no” s’op wi'h ‘he publi¢'s concerp and
awareness. Federal, s'a‘e and 10?;11 egulil'ions provide ‘he bla 'ingi con "r%;: ‘or wi'h a

myl i‘ude of regula’ory hurglles ha " mus’ be overcome simp]y ‘o s‘ay pn ‘he job si‘e; o say,
no ‘hing of ‘he expense, relaed ‘08 'l'aying in busipess. OQ'en ‘he regula ;iions are confusing a’
bes” and require opeya ‘ors ‘0 inves® a significanl'1 amoun’ of regources 0 ensure
comp‘iance. egula'9ry comPliaPce is%no doub’ of key impor ‘ance,’0 ‘he successfu}
opera‘ion of ‘he blas‘ing conrac’or bu’ I am cerain all will agree i’ remains a cons‘an’
challenge.
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Hea},/y equilpmen!’ manufac5 rers are doing 5heir fair share in challenging Iﬁ(?day’s drill and,
blas” opera ‘ions. Equipmen” siz¢ and efficiencies have grown "o ‘he goin'1 ‘ha’ producivi "y
burdens are placed §queﬁely on ‘he blas‘er's sh9ulders. Today's job si Jesl' arg bid and
equipmen " sized wi'h li“’le or no room for wased drill and blas’ producivi‘y.

1 | 1
One challenge "ha!i any Jype of busingss faces lnvolves hiring, Eraining and main ‘aining
quali’y personnel. The dril],1 and blas "ingliindus 'gy obviouslx should be,ikeenly aware of 5his
?}I\lallenge. Trai‘ning, eguq,a ‘ion, and safe’y mus” be a priori'y and mos* will agree will b
‘he single mos” impqr-an” fac ‘or for one's success. Today's insurance premiums will no
allow "his aspec” of ‘he business ‘o be ignored.

| |
Thg aforgmen ‘ioned challenges are jus" a few of !'he issueg for,anyone who is involved
wi'h blas Jing. Prohlems and challenges can be as differen” as ‘here are differen ',1 jobs, Tha’

x}s}why when new "ech,nologpl is de\ieloped which can provide answers and solu‘ions ‘0
‘hese challenges, mos’ will ‘ake no'ice.

. . . SR I ! L .
Drllll"eq’hnolo y has given rige ‘o more efficien’ equipmen’, allowing jncreases in |
pene ta‘ion ra €S and produc ‘jon capabiliies. There have been drama‘ic deyelopmen's in
recen’ years wi'h explosives ‘ha’ have provided for,more rock breakage wi'h fewer holes.

ecen’ developmen'’s iy boh, elgc ric and non-elec "ri? sy ‘ems have provided new
‘echnology and applica‘ions ha’ can increase producivi‘y.

One such new developmen5 involyes a dual delgy non—eleE Eric de Bona 5or develcgpeq. by The
Ensign—pickforlfl ComRany and is rade named ‘he "EZDe '(R)"%. Tﬁhis single uwni' igs ‘he
corqple ;e ini ia‘ion sys ‘em and was designe, specificall;: for u;ili;y and cons rucion

con ‘rac ors, '1hough 1" has found uses in all "ypes of blas‘ing si‘ua‘ions.
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