


critical near the end of the life of a property. At that time the haul roads are established on 
the final walls and any stability problem could have serious effects because many pits have 
only one road out.

Large failures could shut down a mine temporarily with loss of reserves and equipment or 
cause it to shut down prematurely. (This one shut down a pit for many months). 

Small failures may cause equipment damage and road closures. They always interfere with 
production.

Even a few rocks rolling down onto a haul road or drill pattern from a high wall is a cause 
for concern and some times a hint of more to come. 

In today's mining economy, final wall location can change at any time. Stripping always 
tends to be spread out as long as possible. Therefore, final walls are reached late in the life 
of a property.

A mine, of course, is very pro-auction orientated. Equipment is designed to drill large 
holes and move rock efficiently. Most large mines are drill0025 la" blast
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