David Linn Coursen
David Linn Coursen, who died in Tacoma at the age of 86, was raised in and around Ulster County, New York. In early childhood he lived among the artistic community around Woodstock with his mother, the novelist Dorothy Brown Coursen. Later, during the Depression, he lived on his grandparent’s farm in Mount Marion, which left him with an abiding appreciation for art and literature, and an affinity for gardens, forests and wild places.

Linn was an ISEE member since 1987.  He was a reviewer for the 17th Edition of the ISEE Blasters’ Handbook and well respected within the industry.

Invited as a young boy into the laboratory of his mother’s father, a chemist, he discovered what would become his own profession.  But in the Depression years, the family had little money to send him to college. When he was admitted to Bard, his father, Carl, made his attendance possible by taking a job managing the college’s grounds keeping operations.

Linn graduated in 1943, and served as a Naval officer on the U.S.S. Lavaca, a troop transport in the Pacific. After the war he studied physical chemistry at Cornell University, receiving his PhD in 1951. He went to work for E.I. DuPont de Nemours, where he carried out research projects in explosives, remote sensing, and polymer development until his retirement in the late 1980s. He and his first wife, Olga Papadinoff Coursen, raised their family in New Jersey, Delaware and Pennsylvania.

After retirement, Linn moved to the southwest, eventually settling near Santa Fe, New Mexico. Linn loved reading the latest scientific research, visiting art galleries, and walking in the desert. He also took French lessons, and in 1995, at the age of 72, he and three friends said a small boat from Antigua across the Atlantic to France. In 2005 he moved to Washington to be nearer to his daughters and granddaughters. Margaret Walsh, whom he met in Santa Fe, soon joined him in the Northwest, where they married and lived in Tacoma for the past few years.

Science was for Linn both a profession and a way of life. He was an ardent secular humanist and environmentalist, believing in social responsibility based on human reason. He was truly a man of integrity.

After a brief battle with pancreatic cancer, David Linn Coursen died at his home in Tacoma, Washington on October 22, surrounded by his wife, Margaret, and his children Sandra, Holly and Derek.  He will be greatly missed by his family and friends.
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