In Memory of George L Griffith Jr.


      1919-2008

George Griffith died March 28, 2007 in Bethlehem, PA. His wife of 66 years, Ann, preceded him in death by 22 days.

He was raised and received his early education in Cranford, NJ. Graduated from Lehigh University with a BS in Mining Engineering in 1941, and took additional summer courses at the Colorado School of Mines.

After graduating, he began his long career in the explosives industry as an engineer with the Trojan Powder Co.  He worked from 1941-1943 at the U S Army Plum Brook Ordnance Works, a startup operation to manufacture TNT.

George then joined the Army Air Force and served on active duty from 1943 to 1946. His primary duty was as a flight engineer with an Eighth Air Force B17 bombing group. He later served as an engineer and superintendant building an air field in France. After his discharge he joined the Dravo Corp. serving in similar positions on highway and waterway projects.

In 1950 he returned to the Trojan Powder Co. and the explosives industry, where he stayed for the next 28 years. George started as an engineer, moved to sales, and later became  General Sales Mgr. Trojan was purchased in 1967 by Commercial Solvents Corp. (CSC). In 1975 International Minerals and Chemicals (IMC) purchased CSC.  George served as Vice President and General Manager for both of the succeeding Divisions.

He took an early retirement in 1978, and started an active consulting business, providing service to major clients within the U S and abroad. During his time in the industry, George was an active innovator and inventor, holding over 60 patents.

He also was active in industry affairs, as a member of the ISEE since 1984, and the Eastern PA chapter since its early days. He served as one of the reviewer’s for the ISEE publication of the 17th edition of the Blasters Handbook. George was also active with the Institute of Makers of Explosives, (IME), serving as President, 1971-1972.

George Griffith, will be missed as a member of our industry, an innovator, and a good friend and mentor.

