Evan M. Shelby (1922- 2008)

MARION, KY – Evan M. Shelby, 85, of Marion, KY died Sunday, March 9, 2008.

Mr. Shelby, simply known as “Shelby” was born December 22, 1922, in Evansville, IN, son of the late Albert and Opal Davidson Shelby, whose family was rich in ancestry of the Kentucky “Blue Bloods”.  He was a Christian and faithful member of Marion Baptist Church.  He retired at the age of 83 after 28 years of employment with the Kentucky Department of Mines & Minerals as Chief Inspector.  Often recruited for his superior knowledge to instruct and teach his explosive expertise as a blasting specialist by The University of Kentucky.  Mr. Shelby was a member of the International Society of Explosives Engineers since 1980. Evan was one of the founding members of the TriState Chapter of the ISEE.

A World War II veteran, Shelby was the last resident of Crittenden County of the 149th National Guard and was a member of both the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the American Legion.

After serving his country, in 1950, Shelby pursued a finance and real estate career in Columbia, SC, where he met and married Vivienne Taylor, and raised three daughters.  Upon his return to Mario, KY, in 1977, he met and married Emily Stout Beard.

Loved and adored by all who knew him, Shelby was an explosives expert, a fast driving fanatic, avid reader, crack chess player, completed crossword puzzles in ink, fantastic dancer, and the best one handed chip shot golfer known in these parts.  The title of his favorite movie, “The Quite Man”, did not imply his innate ability to talk till the cows came home.

Surviving are his wife, Emily Shelby; former wife, Vivienne Taylor Shelby; one son, Ron Pittenger (Jeannie Pittenger) of Worcester, MA; three daughters, Chauncey Buchan (Walter Price) of Myrtle Beach, SC, Miriam McCune (Rev. Stanley McCune) of Ledgewood, NJ, and Yvonne Davidson Shelby (Daryl Evans) of Columbia, SC; four grandchildren, two great-grandchildren; and seven nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by one brother, Albert Shelby, and one sister, Mable Wells.

Services were held Wednesday, March 12, 2008, at Myers Funeral Home, in Marion. The Reverend Stanley McCune II officiated.  Burial was in Mapleview Cemetery.
