Edward J. Walter (1914- 2008)

Edward Walter, a retired John Carroll University professor who was a renowned seismologist and pioneer in the field of vibration and explosives, died Sunday, March 23rd at University Hospitals.  He was 93.

He was the director of the university’s former seismological observatory, which was equipped with sensors on a foundation slab deep in the ground to bedrock. The sensors recorded and measured earthquakes around the world.

Walter was born in St. Louis and received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees and doctorate at Saint Louis University.  As an instructor at Saint Louis University in the mid-1940’s, Walter was a member of a team that developed a system of long-range weather forecasting based on seismological data.  The system helped predict the foul weather that occurred during the 1944 D-Day invasion of Europe.

Walter joined the staff of JCU in 1946, after working with the Shell Oil Corp. in Houston using seismology to search for oil.  In addition to the seismological observatory at JCU, he taught mathematics, physics and earth science.  He retired in 1995.  He also published the annual Bulletin of the Seismological Observatory, which was distributed to more than 300 observatories throughout the world.

In the early 1960s, Walter spent several years with the Advanced Research Projects Agency, traveling around the world recording differences between underground nuclear blasts, volcanic disturbances and natural earthquakes.  

He formed a consulting company in 1946, Dr. Walter and Associates seismic consultants, which now is in Twinsburg, OH. He provided seismic vibration measurements and regulations to the construction, mining and quarrying industries to protect homes, buildings and other infrastructures.  “He took a very complex field and simplified it to the point where it could be explained in an understandable fashion to people who are not scientifically inclined,” said his son, Edward of Aurora, who now heads the Dr. Walter & Associates Consulting firm.

The elder Walter taught seminars on vibration control and explosives engineering through January.  He co-authored three books on vibration control and explosives engineering.  One book, “Rock Blasting and Overbreak Control,” was written for the Federal Highway Administration, which is a text on vibration control for construction and mining industries. The book is used for federally funded construction projects.  Walter also wrote Twinsburg’s ordinances on safety standards for blasting by quarry operators.  Many cities adopted the code.

He was a member of several scientific and honorary societies. He was a founding member of the International Society of Explosives Engineers, based in Cleveland, Ohio.  He was also a fellow of the American Geophysical Union, the Geological Society of America and the American Association for the Advancement of Science.  He had chaired the Seismological Society of America.

Walter was a longtime resident of Munson Township.  He lived in Twinsburg the past 10 years.  He and his wife, Thelma Pearson, had been married 16 years.  His first wife, Constance, died in 1986.  They had been married 47 years.
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